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the culture of war, even in time of peace.
My duties frequently call me to travel from one culture to another and
from one political system to another, and I have been struck by the fact
that cultures do not divide people so much as unite them. Our identities
and peculiarities, far from being opposed to the concept of a global village,
are in fact key elements of it. Our diversity, which is our richness, should

give rise not to discord, but to a stronger feeling that in diversity is an
overall unity.

Tragically, all the contradictions, threats and tensions of our age are
concentrated in the limited space of the Mediterranean — with large-scale
pollution and erosion of the environment, civil wars and armed conflicts,
extreme nationalism, racism, religious fundamentalism, the denial of
identity, ethnocentricity, arms dealing and nuclear proliferation, exclusion,

-economic dependence, the poverty trap, the destitution of street children,
demography and migratory flows that are out of cqntrol, drugs and the
alarming spread of harmful viruses, etc.. The Mediterranean is also a
distillation of cultural nostalgia, marginal:;ed in comparison with the large
regional groups which are officially recognized by States and Intergovern-
mental Organizations.
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LUNESCO is fully committed to the struggle against the sc0urge'5 which
ravage or threaten the Mediterranear, and refuses to see the region gs g
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8 red values, and demanding that its peop]es

a community founded upon shared
with their many and varied identities should share a common destiny,

Eor the Mediterranean is also region of hopes, potential am? possibilities,
where there are so many fabrics £o be woven and so many bridges to be

built!
This is the reason why I have decided to bring together the activities

currently under way within UNESCO, to encourage new activities from
outside, and to launch without delay at UNESCO the Mediterranean

Programme.

I call upon all parliaments and communities who are committed to the
defence of peace and the struggle against exclusion, and upon all those
— women, young people, teachers, artists, intellectuals, scientists —
who refuse to submit blindly to the vicissitudes of fate, to make known
and support our action through their representatives, associations

and networks.

UNESCO has a stake in the Mediterranean because peace is its mission
and the future its supreme challenge.

Federico Mayor
Director-General of UNESCO



ver since the World Conference S

City (16 .]uly - 6 August 1982)?%%%2”(%1 E lecles.m Mexico

constant interest in Mediterranean affairs. ‘Co _dm{imtamed a
Mediterranean has (...) constituted a link betWeeI"[ 3 nsll ering that the
as a sea Wth.h is a source of creativity and of fmilffu(;iis }Elind cultures,
ning millennia, and a means of communication between; anges span-
Islamic cultures’, the Mexico City Conferena uropean and
Member States: € recommended that

a) proclaim the Mediterranean ‘The Sea of human civilization’:

b) use the resources of culture and communica

activity on behalf of peace and internat
around the Mediterranean.

tion to intensify their
lonal understanding

It also expressed the hope that the Mediterranean would be
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the World Cultural and Natural Heritage List. placed on

Numerous studies and programmes relating to the Mediterranean
area have since been planned and carried out in different sectors of

the Organization. External projects have been submitted to it for
support and sponsorship.

The wide-ranging Mediterranean network project (RUNESMED) was
approved by the General Conference at its twenty-seventh session,
assigning a co-ordinating role to UNESCO in respect of the various
initiatives that relate to its fields of competence and concern the
Mediterranean.

Because of the extraordinary development of these initiatives, the
importance attached to them by those actively involved and partici-
pating in them and the significance of what they have achieved in
recent years, the Director-General has decided to group together
under the name ‘Mediterranean Programme’, networks and activities

specific to this region.
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The aims of the Programme are three in number:

1. to contribute to the advancement of the countr_ies and peoples of
: the Mediterranean in the sectors corresponding to UNESCQ's

+ mandate;

2. to develop intra-Mediterranean co-operation between the public
and private sectors (States and civil societies) in all parts of the

Mediterranean;

3. to promote the Mediterranean as an eco-cultural area and to make
its global dimension more visible.

These three aims are being pursued through practical actions in the
field, to be carried out by local organizations and people grouped
together in networks or forming ad hoc partnerships. Priority is
being given to networks that are already operational and capable of
financing all or part of their activities. Funding by UNESCO of the
programme’s projects and actions, but not the functioning of the
networks, is being considered on a case-by-case basis, the aim being
to contribute to their implementation, but always from the stand-
point of co-financing.

The programme is developing around four major concerns, which are:
the wish to bring into being a culture of peace; the laying of founda-
tions for sustainable co-development; the promotion of inter-cultural
dialogue focussed on Human Rights; and encouragement for the
processes of Mediterranean globalization.

It is guided by the principles set out in the documents that constitute
the corpus of UNESCO’s major lines of activity, such as the 1992 Rio
de Janeiro Convention on Climate Change, the 1995 Carthage Charter
on Tolerance in the Mediterranean, etc..

The European Cultural Agency is associated with UNESCO in the
implementation and execution of this programme.



non-governmental organizationg (NGOs)
Ehe been informed of its launching and have
ave

tivities already being undertaken by them
aCav be taken into account.
m -

in categories A and B
been consulted so that
in the Mediterranean

ation of the National Commissions, UNESCO Clubs,
collab?arte d Schools and NGOs accredited to the Organization.
AssoC

José VIDAL-BENEYTO

is Senior Special Adviser,
Director-General has appointed his Suu.mt,Spu

, )C Or— o 4 & ”
Ij;ht ]:)r:é Vidal-Beneyto, to be the ‘Focal Pot

o ; ramme.
nrr jtflw entire Mediterranean Pro(gci; n;H(l?Ird T
fH is assisted in this task by Mr Ger !

€ 1S (SS1S



Network of Mediterranean Study Centres

ork for R ) it e ST . 15
NetwoMr " esearch o the Mediterranean Regional Area .. . 1:
Euro-Mediterranean Social Science Network (EUMENESS) ...... 5
Network of Academies of Mediterranean Countries T 25
Community of Mediterranean Universities MUY ..., ¢ -
PEACE PROBIORINE & ooy b0 n v gy n AP a g i 2
Mediterranean Network for the Distance Education o'f.lid‘avria.ge.r; ............ ;z
Networks for Education on the Enyir P
: onment and
in the Mediterranean ... . = iy
a) The Children of thq L YO N e S s e =
b) Young People and the Mediterranean eSS .............................. ‘2;
¢) The Western Mediterranean Sea Erojeck: . ..0n ........................ ;
d) The South-Eastern Mediterranean Programme (SEMEl;i ................. 2:3-
Mediterranean Clitizens” Foram ', %, ,, 1105 1% 0 Ul sy rmees the v 23
Network of Mediterranean Women for Co-o A g
-operatio
a) Mediterranean Women’s Forum ... .. p ...... I?.and R o oyt gi
b) UNESCO Centre for Women and Peace in the Balkans . . . . ‘ ......... 24
¢) Network ‘Squares of the Mediterranean for Women and Peace’ ....... .. . . .. 55
d) Network of Vigilance for Co-operation and PaTitys. idoets uns 2 st ......... 25
e) Workshops on the History of Women in the Mediterranean ... .. . 25
£y “EIBOIEHN & o5 s i 5 muwmon = 0 st § 65t » e @ e T T F R 26
g) Pilot project for trans-Mediterranean co-operation on behalf of migrant women:
‘Successful integration or the choice to return’ . ....... . ... 26
h) The Friendship Group D T Rt o . orth e A R R 27
i) The Exchange Market 27
Mediterranean Centre for Human Rights ................. ... 27
Mediterranean and Black Sea Regional Network against Intolerance,
Diserioauation: anid VIOIEHoe: ... « « ; 5 s simimitsiionmided et £ ¢ e o s o s 55 snie 28
The Mediterranean NGOs Forum ..................... .. .. ... 28
Network of Mediterranean Foundations .......................... ... 29
Nebworks of Cilies . ;o diEne e any Lt duddlon s ptndBie oot st L0 29
) Network of World Heritage Cilies ... ; 8, Ju bl vdiun v bt b s coms's ciins 29
b) The project ‘100 Historic Sites of the Mediterranean Coastal Heritage’ ...........30

c) Urban Development and Fresh Water Resources: Small Coastal Towns Network . . 30

d) FestivalsoftheSun .......... ... ... ... .. ... ... ... 32
Forum of Mediterranean Towns and Territories ...........................33
Network of Cultural Centres in the Southern Mediterranean ................ 34
International Institute of Mediterranean Theatre .......................... 35

DIONYSOS, Network of the Ancient Sites for the Performing Arts . ............ 35
International Council of Mediterranean Cinematic Manifestations (MCM) . . . .. 36



10

Observatory for Cultural and Audio-visual Communication in the Medit@franea
ey P e o k- S ;
Mediterranean Media NEtwork (7. oevussviassdiusonnbinaniin, + 37
" LICR » - sy M B R ST S RNRRR P P A o 39
CORRATIW,... . . s e LA P T E ORI RSS2 it v 3

T THEETR Bl o s s omims B 13 ¢ oSSR S p LA SRS e -39

~ REMFOC ....coerresneers Lt AL CLIPELYY . 39

—  Furopean Children’s Television CRnikre et d o F AR RN 5 4 wniley g

_ Training Programme for Mediterranean Women Journalists : . ,«vuu, 0o, e 40

_ International Freedom of Expression Exchange (IFEX) ..... g 40

Computer Networks 2nd Services in Mediterranean Countries ... oo q)

o Mol Netonks s - -1 5% T 1 hldiri ARl ] 4]

Virtual Libraries and Forums in the Mediterranean ................ 41

The Cultural Tourism NEIBHE e s + & wersece 5 iBoh 04 BN Fson s 42

b AL AnASliis FIGTEAZE «x s 53345 v . ¢ 5 EABAS S0 L0480 0 cn i, 43

Network of Mediterranean Cultural Itineraries ...........oounos... 43

Network for Support to the Internationalization of Small and Medium'Si:z;.('j' .44

Enterprises in the Mediterran@an ..........coeeeeeneen.,

Mediterranean Solar Council, the Modaolar Nefworlk, 5t #a 4. 0 45

UNESCO Summer Schools and Mediterranean Workshops ... ... ..

P R L SOOI SN, A P 45
a) Study of hydrological regimes: FRIEND-AMHY Network .......... 46
by The Wadi Hydrology Programme ...« eeeeeeee " 46

Oceanographic Research Networks in the Mediterranean ........ . . 47

i e SR T 47
L maE R S E e R R e L e 8
HIpm ot Ak Vb0 od kel S0 FEE L e et T bt
P Syl & A RIS, P A ST T e G 8
L DGO o e w i » o 'S SRS B 2 el 3 9

Medinks, Saaviels atidl MedisleNetVorke & sios vy s ittt sousi ot L 49

Mediterranean Network for-the Science and Technology 50
of Polymer-Based High-Tech Materials (MEDNET) .........

ENDA Nebiorbsli e Medirrmean S5, | 0 o8 50 ot ooy 0
o] NNl T P e e e I i s e 52
R A I e e S %

Mediterranesn Developmeit Notdark (RONG = Tk alad’ 1 =il fg

Mediterrariesii Coniie for Botronment aid Sastatnable DEvelopeng oo * 5

@ stainable Deve
(CMEBDDY L. ... .., S0 Blen, | o R w! s cEpment
.......................... 53



AMediterranean

Multaga

Furomed Civil Forum

terparliamentary Conference i T N _
Ininrgm Mediterrra};ean (CSCM)OT}‘S_sc.u'r.”.Y and Co-operation "ttt 57
3‘2?’““:] :: g‘l‘;ope'st Trar;smled-lnfo Network .................. 57
Mediterranea servatory for : SR e B
Bltie Plan wicomins tatorstfiur Y e “fOrmahon and Reflection OMR) .. .. 5;
Mediterranean Crans Montana Forum __ ............................... 59
International Centre for the Human ScienCeS' .......................... 60
ATRDIE KA csciinso e wpbonap i i R e airgemis 60

a) The Arqb Women Writers’ Newsletter (AWN) ........................ 61

b) The Project to Promote Arab Artistic Creativity (CREA.]%I.‘)I ..................... 61
Bapt AlHlana Boeeh o o 61

a) The Summer DRIVERSI L 58 gl o T R s g 62

B} TheEnGyelopacelins ue oy Bt vy ol it oo P vaon s gl 62

¢) Commemoration of Omar Khayyam ... ST e ......................... 62
AMAR-UNESCO Projects+ "~ -~ = -0 " Earesestaminee oy gai 62

European and Islamic Civilizations, a Permanent Forum for Dialogue 63
hediteranean, Sogtduiine ofthe European Cultural Foundation ... .. . 64

= DIggnoses .....ivvrimviiiiinitiin v s G v

- Toledo: Escuela de Traductores ................ it

- Memories of the Mediterranean .... 2
Association of Tourism and Culture for A N NP N 64
Mediterranean Institute for Culture, Tourism and Employment .. ... ... . 65
Programme of the International Peace Research Association (IPRA)

on Cultural Symbiosis in Al Andalus ....... . .. . T PT o 65
International Association for Science, Education and Culture

in the Mediterranean (SECUM) ......................... .. 66
Association for Cultural Exchanges in the Mediterranean (BCUME) ;.. .cox v 67
International Dance Biennale 1998 ......................... ... .. 68
................................................................... 69

11



UNESCO’s
- MEDITERRANEAN PROGRAMME

e v‘ ‘

A MED-ITERRANEAN
MULTAQA



A Mediterranean
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The characteristic feature of the Mediterranean Programme

a.nd its n("twor-ks is their focus on the practical and opera-
tional. Being field structures involved in specific activities,
they are not very visible, and this makes it necessary to create

symbolic occasions which will highlight their global signifi-
cance and their political will.

This role will be fulfilled by a Forum-Conference which,
every three years, will bring together representatives of all
the networks, in the presence of the Director-General, in
order to make a positive assessment of the work of each of
them and of all the Programme’s activities. Leading figures
in UNESCO'’s fields of competence will also be invited to
these meetings in order to discuss, for three days, an impor-
tant topic of world and Mediterranean significance and to
propose new initiatives that could be taken up by the
Programme and its networks. This Forum has been given the
name of Multaga an Arabic word which means both an

assembly, a meeting place and a crossroads at which people
must choose which way to go.

The first meeting will be held in Agrigento (Italy) from 4 to 7
June 1998. The meeting’s general theme will be ‘Cultures for
Peace’, the main strands of which will be combating vio-
lence, sustainable development, and intercultural dialogue

on human rights, within the framework of a global approach
to the Mediterranean.
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